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FIG. 720. Clavaria

stratum (Fig. 719) and those (Clavariaceae) in which the fruit body
has club-shaped branches covered by the hymenium (Fig. 720).

Basidiospores do not fall
from the sterigmata, but are
shot out a short distance by
the turgor of the basidium.
With few exceptions the hy-
menium of the Hymenomy-
cetes is on the lower surface.
Various factors, such as pro-
tection from dust, from rain,
or from drying, may be influ-
ential in this. It would ap-
pear, however, that the pro-
duction of spores-on the lower
surface of the fruit body is

,. ,  ,  ,        .       also connected with the small
A basidiomycete in which the hymenium     ,                   , . ,     ,

covers the coral-like branches, (x f)      distance to which the spores

are shot when they are dis-
charged from the basidium. This distance in most cases would not
be great enough for them to clear the fruit body if the hymenium
were on the upper surface.

The great majority of the
Hymenomycetes have fruit bod-
ies of three general types, re-
supinate (Fig. 719), bracket
(Figs. 714, 715), and stipitate
(Fig. 721). The resupinate type
forms a coating which adheres
closely to the substratum, such
as the under surface of a decay-
ing log or branch. Such forms
are, in general, the simplest and
most primitive. The resupinate FIC. 721. A tooth fnngus (Hydnum)
forms grade' into others, the

edges of which project from the substratum. These, in turn,
grade into bracket forms. The most highly developed types are
the stipitate. These have p. stalk or stipe. In general the simplest

